IPRIVATE 

   Mighty and wide, deep and teeming with fish, its luxurious green valleys, endless swamps and forests abounding with birdlife and animals, the Dnipro River could not have failed to attract the attention of primitive man when he first came across it. Even in prehistoric times, during the Paleolithic, Neolithic and Bronze Ages man could be found along the Dnipro and on some of its islands. Here he lived and died, leaving behind various cultural relics at campsites and workshops. In historical times the Dnipro was known to the Greeks, and the historian Herodotus of Halicarnassus
 made mention of it in 450 BC. Herodotus called the Dnipro “Borysthenes” and said of it: “The Borysthenes, the second largest of the Scythian rivers, is, in my opinion, the most valuable and productive not only of the rivers in this part of the world, but anywhere else, with the sole exception of the Nile – with which none can be compared. The Borysthenes provides the finest and most abundant pasture, by far the richest supply of the best sorts of fish, and the most excellent water for drinking –clear and bright, whereas that of other rivers in the vicinity is turbid; no better crops grow anywhere than along its banks, and where grain is not sown the grass is the most luxuriant in the world. An unlimited supply of salt is formed by natural processes at the mouth of the, which also produces a very large spineless fish, good for pickling and known locally as antacaeus
, as well as a number of other remarkable things.”
 Some scholars read the Greek word “boreostenos” (northern strait) into the name Borysthenes.
 Others link it to the Ukrainian word for elm (berest), as this tree is common along the banks of the Dnipro even today.

   After Herodotus, other Greek and Roman historians and geographers wrote about Borysthenes: Scymnius Chios, Strabo (63‑23 BC); Pomponius Mela, Pliny the Younger, Dion Chrysostomus (all three from the 1st cent. AD), Ptolemy (2nd cent. AD), Julius Solin (3rd cent. AD), the anonymous author of Periplus Ponti Euxiniet Lacus Macotii (4th cent. AD). The latter was the first to call Borysthenes “Danapris”, which gave birth to its Ukrainian name Dnipro, into which the Slavic scholar Shafarik
 reads two words: the Sanskrit dan, meaning “river”, and the Thracian or Goth word parys or peres, meaning “torrent” or “flood”, thus describing the Dnipro as a fast‑flowing river.

   None of these Greek and Roman authors mention the one unique aspect of the Dnipro - its rapids. The first to describe these was the 10th century Greek writer Emperor Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus (905‑959).

   In the times of Emperor Constantine VII the middle and upper reaches of the Dnipro and its tributaries were populated by Slav tribes ruled by a Kyiv prince; there was trade between Greece and Rus’. The Rus’ transported grain, fish, furs, amber and slaves down the Dnipro to Constantinople. In exchange the Greeks came to Kyiv with silks, expensive ornaments, weapons, gold and silver coins, fragrant roots.

   Constantine VII lists a total of seven rapids and gives their Rus’ and Slav names.

   Surprisingly, the ancient Ukrainian chronicles make no mention of the number of rapids on the Dnipro or their names; they only speak generally of “the rapids”. “Sviatoslav came to the rapids and was attacked by Kuria... And they set off on horseback and in boats and arrived below the rapids... Learning this, the Polovtsians went to the rapids and began to pester the merchants.”

   A full list of the Dnipro rapids is found in Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu (16‑17th cent AD):
 “On the Dnipro below the Samara River lies Kodak Rapid. A mile further downstream is Zvonets Rapid. Below this is Sursky Rapid. Three versts
 further downstream lies Lokhanny Rapid. And three versts further down - the Strelchy. Two versts below the Strelchy lies Kniahynyn Rapid. Another verst further down is Nenasytets (Neiasytets). Five versts downstream is Budylo Rapid. And three versts downstream lies Lychnoy Rapid. Three versts further down we come across Tavolha Rapid, three versts below which lies Volnoy Rapid.”

   In this list Zvonets Rapid is given out of sequence and certain zabory are called rapids. A rapid is a wall of stone, which stretches across the entire river, while a zabora blocks only part of the stream, allowing the free passage of water on one side.

   These days the rapids appear in the following order: Kodak, Sursky, Lokhansky, Dzvonets, Nenasytetsky, Vovnohovsky, Budylo, Lyshniy and Vilny.

   In 1594 the Dnipro rapids were described by Erich Lassota,
 ambassador of German emperor Rudolf II. He bore a commission to the Zaporozhian Cossacks and sailed down the Dnipro through all the rapids. Lassota listed a total of twelve rapids,
 beginning with Kodak, Sursky, Lokhansky and Strelchy, the rest bearing the same titles as those in Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu.

   The French engineer Beauplan
 also wrote about the Dnipro rapids in his work A Description of Ukraine. He listed a total of thirteen rapids, referring to certain zabory as rapids.

   It has become traditional for anyone contemplating to negotiate the rapids to begin with an inspection of the palace and gardens of Prince Potemkin in Katerynoslav (now Dnipropetrovsk).

   In the distant past, before Christianity, Stone Age man lived where the gardens are now located. In 1907 a Neolithic workshop was discovered here, with stone grain grinders, various stone implements, earthenware crockery, human skeletal remains and bone fragments of various animals from that period. The cultural strata of the prehistoric workshop were washed away down to the bedrock.

   In historical times various nomadic tribes lived near or passed by the Dnipro rapids – Scythians, Sarmatians, Roksolianians, Alans, Ostrogoths, Huns, Avars, Khazars, Pechenegs, Polovtsians and Tatars.

   During the times of the Zaporozhian Cossacks a town called Polovytsia stood on the present site of Dnipropetrovsk, having appeared around the middle of the 17th century. The site of the city’s “park” belonged to Lazar Hloba, a retired captain in the former Zaporozhian Cossack Army. He had a water mill and a felting works up against the cliff and lived there with two friends – Hnat  Kaplun and Mykyta Korzh. They all lived in the one house “which was divided into two parts”. Hloba was single and had moved here from Novy Kodak with his servants and fifteen tailors. He was a keen horticulturalist “and the two of us,” Korzh recounts, “planted trees all over the hill on which our plot was located.”
 All of Hloba’s land became “state department” property in return for a payment of 500 roubles.
 Having purchased Hloba’s plot, Prince Potemkin ordered his educated horticulturalist Gould to plant an English garden there.

   Within eight years Gould’s garden contained 507 different varieties of plants, including pineapples, plain and Arabian laurel, pomegranates, peaches, lemons, oranges, apricots, pomadany, katelery,
 figs, various myrrhs, laurels, cycads, roses, yews, fliusy, pansonysy,
 jasmines, cherries, cypresses and purslane.

   In front of the English garden Prince Potemkin ordered a palace be built, commissioning the famous architect and artist Matvei Kazakov to oversee the project. The palace took three years to build (1787‑89); the bricks for it were shipped by boat from Kyiv; the foundations were of white stone, the interior and top were brick, the roof was of hewn planks.

   After Potemkin’s death in 1791 the palace was abandoned and soon fell into disrepair. In 1838 Emperor Nicholas I handed it over to the city’s nobility, however in 1839 it was gutted by fire. Ten years later a contemporary wrote that it had been restored or, more correctly, that it had been rebuilt with minor changes to the original plan.

   The far end of the Potemkin garden, now called Shevchenko Park, reaches down to the Arkhireiska (Bishop’s) arm of the Dnipro, on the bottom of which lies hidden a small zabora. After the tsarist army occupied and destroyed the Cossack Zaporozhian Sich in 1775 the river arm was given to the local bishop to catch fish for his table. Thus the arm and the zabora received its name.

   Just beyond the river arm stretches the long Manastyrsky (Monastery) Island, also known variously as Riabynynsky, Buriakivsky, Bohomolovsky Island. The island is 0.75 miles (1.2 km) long and 290 yards (265 m) wide, with a total area of 190 acres (76.5 ha).

   The French engineer Beauplan wrote of the island in 1635: “Below is the island of the Monastery, all hemmed in with rocks, and very high, with precipices all round twenty five or thirty foot high, save only toward the upper end, where it is lower, and for that reason it is never overflowed. There was formerly a monastery in it, whence the name was given it. Were not this island commanded from the shore, it would be good living there; ... In it there are abundance of snakes and other serpents.”

   The local old men, who have managed to visit the island on several occasions, also make mention of the serpents, which were so numerous in Beauplan’s time. In the past, before you could begin mowing the grass on the island, the old men say, you had to grab some decent sticks and kill off all the snakes.

   In 1765, during the time of Cossack leader P.I.Kalnyshevsky,
 Manastyrsky Island was placed under special protection because the local “inhabitants, having no fear of the Lord’s retribution, cleared the island not only of timber trees, but also fruit‑bearing trees such as apple and pear, thus totally devastating it. The scribe and captain of the Kodak palanka
 affirms that from this day on no trees of any kind are to be felled or destroyed on Manastyrsky Island. All inhabitants are to be notified, under strict penalty, and a diligent watch kept over the island, that no one drive over it, so that the trees, especially the fruit‑bearing kind, can multiply on the island and be for common benefit.”

   Bishop Feodosiy Makarevsky, church historian for the Katerynoslav eparchy, argues that in the old days all the Kyiv princes camped near this island on their way from Kyiv to Constantinople. Feodosiy states that this island was a crossroads, a main focal point, a way station “for all Rus’ people who travelled the country from north to south.” From Christian Rus’ large numbers of princes’ armies and often whole trading caravans would frequently travel to southern Russia and Constantinople along the Dnipro and across the Black Sea. During the voyage down the Dnipro the Orthodox Rus’ always stopped to rest on the sacred Dniprovy Island, near the present location of Katerynoslav. In 957 the god‑fearing and pious Princess Olha, on her way from Kyiv to Constantinople, camped for a long time on Dniprovy Island with her entourage, firstly awaiting the end of a protracted fierce storm and secondly fearing an attack near the rapids from the savage and brutal Pechenegs. A fellow traveller of the great princess, Bishop Hryhoriy, with the assistance of Samara fishermen and monks who lived on the island, together with close aides, built a separate chapel here and conducted mass in it. In 988 the Kyivan Prince Volodymyr, sailing with a numerous party down the Dnipro to Khersones, touched down at Dniprovy Island, cast a devout eye across its territory and admired its lush greenery. The Samara fishermen prepared meals here for the great prince and his entourage and showed them the island’s landmarks.

   That Manastyrsky Island may have been a “place of rest” for the Rus’ who voyaged down the Dnipro is quite plausible, for this was one of the larger islands not inundated by flood waters and could be called the threshold to the rapids. In days of old, before tackling the frightening rapids, one had to break camp, to rest and survey one’s equipment, check for hostile ambushes and so on.

   From the history of the Samara Pustynno‑Mykolayivsky Monastery it is evident that in 1747 Manastyrsky Island was handed over to the monastery by Kyrylo Krasovsky, the colonel of the Samara palanka. On a map of Katerynoslav dated 10 October 1786 the territory of Manastyrsky Island bears the inscription: “Public Garden” . The map is personally signed by Catherine the Great. In 1797 the island was transferred to the forestry department,
 then in 1825 it fell into private hands, passing first to Riabinin, then to Buriakov and finally to Bohomolov.

   Professor M. Hrushevsky
 claims the island received its name from being attached to the Zaporozhian Samara Monastery. This seems a strange assertion, since the island was granted to the monastery only in 1747, while Beauplan had already referred to it as Manastyrsky in 1635.

   Stone hammers, flint knives, scrapers, prisliatsi, breakers (odbiynyky), individual bones and most often mammoth teeth were found on Manastyrsky Island.

   From the bottom end of the island both banks of the Dnipro, but especially the right one, were strewn with countless shards of earthen and clay pottery from the Neolithic period.

   Below Manastyrsky Island there are several small islands, Hryniov and Shevsky, closer to the left bank; below these lies Seribna Spit, and opposite the spit – the large Stanovy Island (sometimes called Vorontsovsky) stretches along the right bank for more than 2.6 miles (4.3 km), being 1.3 miles (2.13 km) wide; it is sandy, low, overgrown with woods and is usually inundated by flood waters. This island is listed in the “Register of Conferred, Though Uninhabited Lands of the Katerynoslav uezd”: “Stanovy Island, 80 desiatynas
 in area, is the property of citizen lieutenant‑general Prince Prozorovsky.”
 From the prince it passed into the hands of first‑major O.M. Sinelnikov and last belonged to Prince I.I.Vorontsov‑Dashkov.

   Across from Stanovy Island, along the right bank of the Dnipro, lay the village of Mandrykivka. After the destruction of the Cossack fortress, Cossack Mandryka made his winter homestead here, eking out a living by fishing the Dnipro. When the settlement of Polovytsia came under the jurisdiction of Katerynoslav, many of Polovytsia’s residents moved to Mandryka’s homestead and called their settlement Mandrykivka.

   On the left side of the Dnipro, opposite Stanovy Island and Seribna Spit, the Samara River falls into the Dnipro.

   The Samara River is mentioned as early as the middle of the 12th century. “Iziaslav came to Chernigov, and here he received word from his son Mstislav, that God had helped him to defeat the Polovtsians on the Ugla and Samara rivers.”
 The Samara River also appears in Geography of Southern Russia and Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu. The French engineer Beauplan had this to say about it in 1635: “This river of Samar and its territory is very considerable, not only for its plenty of fish, but for the honey, wax, deer, and wood for building, whereof it has greater store than any other. Thence was brought all the wood used to build Kudac... This river runs very slow because of its windings; the Cossacks call it the holy river, perhaps on account of its fruitfulness. I have seen herrings and sturgeons caught there in the spring, for there are none at any other time.”

   In 1654 hetman
 Bohdan Khmelnytsky’s emissaries to Tsar Alexis Mikhailovich advanced as one of the conditions for Ukraine’s union with Moscow “that the emperor grant the Cossacks the right to rule over everything (that is the Samara and its meadows) as they had previously.”

   Small wonder that the region along the Samara River was often attacked by Tatars, who sometimes lost their lives, ambushed by Zaporozhian Cossacks. Thus, in 1660 the Tatars overran Ukraine, captured large numbers of captives, took hostage the Muscovite voivode Vasil Borisovich Sheremetiev
 and then made for the Zaporozhian Samara palanka. But near the mouth of the Samara they were ambushed by Cossack chief Ivan Sirko, who routed them and set all their captives free.
 Even today old men will tell you: “Here, on the left bank of the Samara, at its very mouth, in the sandhills, countless human skeletons and horse bones lay scattered about and the blood was clotted for a quarter of an arshine (7 inches or 18 cm.) deep all around.”

   Much of what was found in those sand dunes ended up in the Dnipropetrovsk Regional Museum.

   During their rule the Zaporozhian Cossacks had a city called Stara (Old) Samara four miles (6.5 km) upstream from the Samara mouth. In 1688 the well‑known Russian prince, V.V.Golitsyn, following his first luckless expedition to Crimea,
 built the so‑called Novobohorodytska Fortress in Stara Samara. The architect of the fortress was the German engineer von Zalen, who had been sent there by Moscow.
 Rigelman,
 a chronicler of Ukraine, refers to this fortress as “Bogorodytska, that is Staraya Samara.”
 In 1711 the Ottoman Porte forced Tsar Peter I to destroy the Novobohorodytska Fortress, following his unsuccessful expedition to the Prut River.

   Between 1709 and 1734, after Peter I levelled the Cossack fortress Chortomlyk Sich and the Zaporozhian Cossacks escaped to live under Crimean protection,
 Tatar villages appeared on the Samara lowlands.

   In 1736, during the Russo‑Turkish war, “at the mouth of the river Samara a retrenchment and several redoubts were built against the Russians and this place was called Ustie‑Samara (Samara Mouth).”
 And a little further away from the Samara, on Tatarka River, a redoubt was built at the same time.

   A general map from 1751 by engineer‑colonel de Beauxette shows Ust‑Samara as being on the left bank of the Samara, at the point where it falls into the Dnipro. On the same bank of the Samara, a little upstream from its mouth, the map shows Stara Samara, and further upstream was Peshchana (Sandy) Samara. In 1783 the Ust‑Samara retrenchment was abolished and all its cannon were transported to Kinburn Horn.

   Opposite the mouth of the Samara lies Kinsky (Horse) Island, which Beauplan described in 1635: “Next is Konskey Ostro, near three quarters of a league long, and a quarter over at the upper end, full of woods and bogs, and flooded in spring. In this island there are abundance of fishermen, who for want of salt, preserve their fish with ashes, and dry a great deal. They fish in the river Samar, which on the other side falls into the Nieper, upon the right of the upper end of Konesky Ostro.”

   On the 18th century “Plan of the Dnipro” and in archival documents of the time, Kinsky Island is referred to as Samara or Ust‑Samara Island,
 but now it is known as Starukha (Old Woman).

   Beginning on the left bank of the Samara River, the village of Ohrin’ or Ihren’ stretched a long way down the Dnipro. It was founded in 1780‑1781 by Prince Oleksander Prozorovsky and was famous for its timber jetty, its production of Ukrainian chests and German buggies.

   Moskovsky Island, along the right bank of the Dnipro, can be found on 18th century maps; it is inundated by spring waters.

   Below Moskovsky Island, close to the right bank of the Dnipro, lies Kamianuvaty (Rocky) or Skeliasty (Craggy) Island, called Kniaziv (Prince’s) Island by Beauplan. “A little island all of solid rock,” Beauplan writes, “about five or six hundred paces long, and one hundred broad.”
 Now it is 0.83 miles (1.3 km) long and 280 yards (255 m) wide and is never inundated by spring floods. The island is interesting, for it contains the remains of all the cultures which have existed here since the Stone Age, right up until the times of the Cossacks. Many different types of stone hammers have been found here, together with the hilts of ancient swords, bronze arrowheads of various shapes, bronze bracelets and rings, beads of differing materials with various ornamentation, clay candlesticks, glass lachrymatories, iron spears and many other items.
 Historian Prince Semen Myshetsky
 states that in 1737 a retrenchment and redoubts were constructed against the Russians on this very island.

   Abreast with Kamianuvaty Island, close to the Dnipro’s right bank and opposite the Verkhnia (Upper) Sazhavka Ravine, lies Kriachkiv Island, shown on the 1780 “Plan of the Dnepr River” as being 0.66 miles (1.06 km) long and 290 yards (265 m) wide. 

   The village of Lotsmanska (Pilot’s) Kamianka stretched along the right bank of the Dnipro, opposite Kamianuvaty and Kriachkiv islands. The village was a very old Zaporozhian Cossack “occupied site” (zaimyshche).
 During the times of the Zaporozhian Sich the winter settlements
 of the military elders of Stary Kodak were located here. The population of this region began settling here in 1750,
 when, on orders from the Zaporozhian Kish (military camp), part of the pilots from the Nenasytets shore patrol rowing flotilla were transferred here, as noted by a local church historian, who added that families began to settle permanently in Kamianka in 1770.
 This time the historian failed to cite archival material. Thus, it can be assumed that in 1770 the Tatars made a concerted swoop on the southern lands of Zaporizhia
 and thus a mass of Cossack farmers were forced to migrate from the southern to the northern Zaporozhian steppes to establish new villages there.
 River piloting, as an organised institution, began to appear in Kamianka only after 1783, once Crimea was annexed by Russia. At this time construction in the so‑called Novorosiysk region was proceeding on a grand scale: the cities of Katerynoslav, Nikopil, Mykolayiv, Kherson, Odesa and Sevastopil began to grow rapidly, creating a need for vast amounts of timber, which had to be shipped from forests upstream on the Dnipro, across its rapids and down to the very mouth of the river. But how was the timber to be transported across the awesome Dnipro rapids? Prince Potemkin, the ruler of the Novorosiysk region, grappled with the problem. He assigned the task to colonel M.Faliev of the construction corps. Faliev selected several men, most of them former Zaporozhian Cossacks from Kamianka and Stary Kodak, and ordered them to build a raft to negotiate the rapids. The first attempt was a success and the brave rafters were generously rewarded by the authorities.

   Then in 1785 forty‑two men were summoned to guide some government vessels and rafts down the rapids. These were the first of the Dnipro pilots, who were then led by two men: Musiy Pivtorak, the leader, and Nepokrytenko – his assistant. Within two years there were 120 pilots. That year they guided Catherine the Great’s large tsarist fleet down the rapids, eighty vessels in all, which had sailed from Kyiv and was due to dock at the new city of Kherson.
 Pivtorak and his assistant Nepokrytenko received a large reward from the tsarina. When the first tsarist vessel piloted by Pivtorak had negotiated Nenasytetsky Rapid, it shot off the rapid into a watery abyss. Watching from above, the tsarina was positive that it had perished forever in the foaming waves and deep current and became very agitated. But soon she received word that all the vessels had safely traversed the rapid, that everyone was alive and well and resting near the jetty. The tsarina wished to see Pivtorak and his assistant; when they appeared before her, the tsarina declared: “I dub thee a lieutenant, Poltoratsky, for your faithful service. Have you any children?” “A thirteen‑year‑old son.” The tsarina granted the son the title of ensign and promised to send deeds of rank and nobility.
 Pivtorak’s assistant, Nepokrytenko, was also made an ensign. After this, on 19 December 1787, Prince G.Potemkin sent the following proposition to the Katerynoslav State Chamber: “For passage across the Dnipro rapids pilots are needed to accompany vessels. For this purpose 121 men have been selected from the ranks of the military, and so that they remain assigned to this role, they must be settled in Kamianka, where they will come under the command of Colonel Faliev. I order that the 121 men assigned to be pilots, according to the list heretofore attached, be exempted from all state taxes and army recruitment and that they each be paid a sum of twenty‑five roubles per year out of the future income from navigation. As their leaders I appoint Lieutenant Pivtoratsky and his assistant, Ensign Nepokrytenko, with the former receiving renumeration of 200 roubles, and the latter 100 roubles from gubernial earnings. Pilots from Polovytsia – Savronsky, Kuzmenok, Otelchenko, Melnyk, Tretiak.”

   After this the pilots were presented with two parcels of land: one near Kamianka and Stary Kodak, the other in the Shyroka Wasteland. Soon there were 673 pilots. A decree was issued in 1811: all residents of the crown settlements of Kamianka and Stary Kodak aged between twenty and sixty were to become pilots. The pilots were divided into three categories: those of the first would pilot vessels and rafts; the second category would primarily pilot rafts; while the third category consisted “of those remaining who would become additional labour on vessels and rafts as needed.”

   In 1784 a prayer hall was first erected in Lotsmanska Kamianka using an old destroyed church from Stary Kodak; a proper church was built in 1794. The present church in the town was built in 1874, using standard government plans.

   Below the settlement of Lotsmanska Kamianka, near the Dnipro’s right bank, opposite Nyzhnia (Lower) Sazhavka Ravine, a small but craggy island protrudes from the water. Kodak Island or Kodachok (Little Kodak), as it is nicknamed, is never inundated by spring waters. It can be said with certainty that this was the island Beauplan referred to as Cossack Island: “All rock too, without wood, but full of snakes.”
 In Arapov’s 1780 “Plan of the Dnepr River” the present location of Kodachok contains Kazatskoy (Cossack) Island; it is approximately one mile (1.6 km) long and 700 feet (215 m) wide.
 The old folk of Stary Kodak call it Kozachkivsky Island, because a long time ago, they say, a mill owned by some Kozachkivsky stood there. It is also known as Porokhovy (Powder) Island, for there is a state gunpowder magazine there.

   Kodak island is a veritable museum of artifacts: it is littered with human bones, stone axes, hammers and weapons from various epochs. The military built their magazines here before the war, erecting a storehouse and a guardhouse, destroying many archaeological finds in the process. After exploration, the island was found to contain two settlements of prehistoric man. The first lies in the upper part of the island. There the granite rocks are completely covered with a dark layer containing a mass of unio pictorum shells, various shards of pottery, flint, bones of mammals and fish from the early and late Stone Age. The foundation of the storehouse contains whole items of pottery from this period. The settlement is very large and there are many completely untouched spots suitable for digs. The second settlement lies on the horn of the island, right on the shoreline, opposite the middle waters of the Dnipro. A large lump of flint was found here, evidence of a Stone Age workshop. Shards of pottery from later periods were also found.

   Opposite Kodachok Island, on the left bank of the Dnipro, lies the village of Chapli. It was founded in 1780‑81 and belonged to Prince Prozorovsky. On orders from Prince Potemkin, it was established after Colonel M.Faliev summoned thousands of soldiers and labourers here to clear the Dnipro rapids. Afterwards Chapli was settled by familes of free settlers who came “to work in these free Cossack steppes.”

   Several years ago the Ohrin’ timber jetty was transferred here.

   The entire countryside along the left bank of the Dnipro, from the mouth of the Samara to Chapli and further down, as well as the entire countryside along the right bank, from Potemkin Park to Stary Kodak, is sown with various artifacts from the distant past and more modern times.

   Opposite the village of Stary Kodak the first rapid stretches across the Dnipro.

II

   Throughout history the rapids have been a great obstacle to navigation on the Dnipro. They were well known to our ancestors, the Rus’, who often sailed down the entire length of the Dnipro and further. Even though the rapids presented great difficulties, they managed to overcome this obstacle. The Greek historian from the mid‑tenth century AD, Emperor Constantine VII describes their trials thus: “They came to the first rapid …….., which in Rus’ and Slav means “not to sleep”. Although this rapid is narrow, only a tsykanisterion
 wide, however in the middle of it are high sharp rocks resembling islands. Striking them, the water rises, then falls with a mighty and terrible roar. Which is why the Rus’ do not dare pass through them and, stopping nearby, disembark the people onto dry land, leaving only the cargo in the vessels. Barefoot they feel their way across the bottom, careful not to strike a rock, while others assist with oars from the bow, middle and stern of the vessels, and thus with extreme caution they pass over this first rapid along the river’s small shore channels.

   Much later Hetman Mazepa wrote to Tsar Peter the Great: “We forded the Dnepr on the 6th day of July (1697), but insomuch as this crossing expended much time, for which reason our expedition became somewhat delayed, the crossing of the Dnepr rapids by vessel being inconvenient, on these rapids both the vessels of the stolnik and voivode, as well as those of my servants crossed with very great difficulties, the warriors suffered much misfortune, taking in excess of six weeks to make the crossing, were delayed and suffered great losses in vessels, as well as in food reserves and weaponry, and at the same time some members of the army met a mortal ending, for once a vessel crashed against the stone rapids, all the rations and weapons were lost and people found themselves in danger.” The ships used by the Russo‑Ukrainian army were large seagoing vessels, as well as single‑trunk oak and linden vessels “not too short in length” with reed padding suitable for estuary waters. Quite a number of them were lost because of damage they sustained in the rapids. The vessels reached the Kychkas outcrop only “on the eighteenth day of July.”

   In the 18th century they described the traversal of the rapids thus: “Merchants navigated the rapids only in spring, and then in small vessels; in summer and autumn they were completely impassable. All vessels which sailed down the Dnipro in summer generally stopped near the rapids; here their cargo was removed and transported 70 versts over dry land to Oleksandrivsk Fortress, which stands at the mouth of the Sukha (Dry) Moskovka River; here the cargo was loaded into new vessels and transported without impediment to the very mouth of the Dnipro.”
 

   To improve navigation down the Dnipro along the section of the rapids, it was decided in the reign of Catherine the Great to cut channels through the Kodak, Sursky, Lokhansky and Nenasytetsky rapids to provide free passage to vessels. This commission was assigned to engineer‑major Francois de‑Volan and ober‑komisar Mikhail Faliev. In 1782 academician Vasyl Zuyev was present during the construction of the canals and described this mammoth task thus: “The idea of overcoming the obstacle of the rapids to navigation had been on the mind of Peter the Great, may he rest in peace. However, busy with other matters and realizing that in those times there would be little benefit to Russia from such an effort, something which had to be expected from such a large capital investment, he abandoned the idea of clearing a path through the rapids. Presently Mr. Faliev, seeing the importance of such clearance work, has taken it upon himself to undertake this task at his own expense and, the truth be said, has managed fairly satisfactorily, and might even have finished the job by now had there been a firm enough resolve. On all the dangerous rapids he has blasted the tops of the rocks protruding from the water, drilling them and charging them with gunpowder, using specially made long tin pipes. The most difficult task is drilling the rock underwater, which is why one watches fearfully as the soldiers and workers, two men to a small raft, cling to the rocks amid a fast current and a great rumbling, perched there like two gulls, gouging away at the rock. Having drilled to the necessary depth, they install a tin pipe with gunpowder, light the fuse and drift away. After some time the rock explodes underwater; the debris is picked up by the workers and transported to shore. All the implements required for this exercise Faliev has made in Tula, from where he also hires the experts. There are between 150 to 300 men at any one time working on the various rapids, depending on the season and need. I have been told that all expenses (for wages, implements and other requirements) have cost Mr. Faliev ten thousand roubles a month, but work is undertaken only during those months when the level of water is at its lowest.”
 It should also be added that in those days workers received only five copecks a day.

   Thus Mr. Faliev failed to achieve his goal: he did not provide vessels with free passage through the rapids. What remains of his canal on Kodak Rapid is a small channel alongside the right bank of the Dnipro, where the brick water mill now stands, which once belonged to the merchant Zvirev.

   In 1798, during the reign of Tsar Paul I an attempt was made to clear only the most terrifying rapid – Nenasytets. Afterwards, in 1807, on orders from Alexander I, Duke de‑Richelieu
 built a bypass channel on Kodak Rapid and cleared a waterway through the Sursky and Lokhansky rapids.

   In 1843 work was begun on the rapids on a grand scale and finished in 1854. Canals of dumped rock were constructed on each of the nine rapids. According to the original plan the canals were to have been 105 feet (32 m) wide and 6 feet (1.8 m) deep. However, these dimensions were not adhered to everywhere: in some canals the width was no more than 70 feet (21 m), on Stsykukha (Pisser), below Nenasytets, it was no wider than 35 feet (10.5 m); the canal depth was also reduced to 3 feet (0.9 m) below the low‑water line.

   On the high right bank, opposite Kodak Rapid, the earthen ramparts of Kodak fortress still remain, built in the 17th century by the French engineer Guillaume le Vasseur Sieur de Beauplan. Sometime in 1603 Beauplan, a well‑known and experienced engineer, was summoned to Poland by King Sigismund III and assigned the task of reinforcing the southern frontiers of Ukraine against Tatar attack and Cossack rebellion. Beauplan spent seventeen years in Ukraine and upon his return to France published the book A Description of Ukraine in 1651.
 In this book he states: “There is a fort which I caused to be erected in July 1635, but in August following, after I was gone, one Solyman,
 general of certain rebellious Cossacks, in his return from the sea, perceiving that castle obstructed his return into the country, surprised it, and cut the garrison in pieces, which then consisted of about two hundred men under the command of col. Marcon: and Solyman, after taking and plundering the fort, returned with the Cossacks to Zaporouy; yet they continued not long masters of it, being besieged and taken by the other loyal Cossacks, under the command of the great Koniekspolsky, castellan of Cracosky; and lastly, that general of the rebels was taken with all his followers, and carried to Warsaw, where he was quartered.”

   After 1638
 Koniecpolski arrived at Kodak with an army of four thousand men, spending close to a month there, ordering Beauplan to rebuild the fortifications.

   The then Chyhyryn Cossack lieutenant Bohdan Khmelnytsky was present with Koniecpolski. When the fortress was ready, everyone was summoned to admire it. “What do you think of Kodak?” crown hetman Koniecpolski asked derisively. “What is built by human hands is destroyed by them as well,” Bohdan Khmelnytsky replied in Latin.

   Khmelnytsky’s words proved to be prophetic. In 1648 he forsook Poland and, arriving at the Zaporozhian Sich,
 where he was elected hetman, raised a rebellion against Polish oligarchy. Then Nizhyn colonel Shumeiko and his Cossacks advanced on Kodak and laid siege to it for several weeks; finally the Cossacks mined the foundations of the fortress and the commandant, Grodzicki, was forced to surrender. The Cossacks did him no harm, allowing him to take all his possessions, but they tied up the Polish soldiers with rope and escorted them with their commandant to Chyhyryn, where they eventually robbed them; afterwards, Khmelnytsky allowed Grodzicki to return to Poland.

   From 1656 Kodak was listed as part of the Zaporozhian Kish and the first border guard of volunteer Cossacks was installed here. On orders from the Kish they had to provide all possible assistance to rafts navigating the Dnipro River. To serve the needs of the guard the field church of Archangel Michael was transferred here from the Sich, together with a monk from the Mezhyhirria Monastery.

   In 1672 the official inspectorate described Kodak thus: “City of Kodak. An earthen rampart standing on the upper Dnipro rapids, below the first Kodak outcrop on the same bank as Kyiv; the city was built by Germans
 forty or more years ago on orders from the Polish King Wladislaw
; the embrasures are made of earth, but there are no stakes or logs. From the side of the rapids it is surrounded by a deep moat packed with sharpened oak stakes. In circumference the city of Kodak is 900 sagenes (6,300 feet or 1.9 km). It contains two iron city cannon and two arquebus; and the number of cannon ball and gunpowder, fuses and munitions they have are without count.”

   The village of Kodak was founded by Cossacks who worked as river pilots.

   In 1739 people arrived here from Ukraine and in 1775 a large number of Zaporozhian Cossacks settled here after the abolition of the Sich.

   From the highest point of the fortress ramparts today there rises a pretty memorial of pink granite: it was erected in 1910 by the Katerynoslav Gubernial Zemstvo in commemoration of Khmelnytsky’s taking of Kodak fortress.

   Near the monument stands an old blackened Zaporozhian‑style wooden church. Built in 1785, it was later taken apart and rebuilt without any modifications in 1818.

   Opposite the village of Stary Kodak, on the high left bank, stands the village of Liubymivka, which in earlier times has borne the names of Norivka and Oleksiyivka. In the era of the Zaporozhian Cossacks there were Cossack homesteads here, where Cossacks could farm the land and spend the winter with their families and hired hands. In 1781 and 1782, when the rapids began to be cleared, thousands of military personnel and workers arrived here.

   Both banks of the Dnipro downstream from the settlement of Polovytsia were peppered with dugouts and mud‑walled huts built by the new arrivals. In late 1781 first‑major Alexei Sinelnikov, brother of the governor of the Katerynoslav Vicegerency, Ivan Sinelnikov, was granted “the village of Norivka and its lands.” At first he leased 1500 desiatynas (4050 acres, 1620 ha) of land at a cost of five denezhkas
 per desiatyna. Then lieutenant‑colonel Alexei Sinelnikov was granted an additional 865 acres (345 ha) in perpetuity for a payment of 97 roubles 50 copecks a year for the entire parcel of land. By the turn of the 19th century Alexei Sinelnikov had control of 13,120 acres (5,308 ha) of land.

   The wooden church in the village of Liubymivka was built in 1785; the building was constructed by a government builder using a standard government plan.

   The place where this village now stands was once well known to the Tatars, who often came this way to ambush the bountiful and populous Zaporozhian Samara palanka, where they took men and women captive and dragged them off to Crimea. Certain place names are a reminder of those times: Tatarbranka (Tatar Captive) – a settlement above Liubymivka; the Tatarka River, which empties into the Dnipro at Liubymivka, and two islands on the Dnipro: Maly Tatarsky (Small Tatar) or Tatarchuk and Velyky (Big) Tatarsky.

   These islands do not figure in the register of islands and rivers of 1697.
 However they appear on 18th century maps of the Dnipro, the former being 700 feet (213 m) long and 175 feet (53 m) wide, the latter 2142 feet (650 m) long and 680 feet (206 m) wide.

   In 1688 the Eyewitness Chronicle
 mentions the Tatarka River and in 1736 the first historian of Zaporizhia, Prince S.Myshetsky, states that “on that river Tatarka a redoubt was built against the Russians in 1736.”

   Beyond the two Tatarsky islands there follow in succession the Sinelnikov, Voloshchyn and Nosulyn zabory, followed by two Nosulyn islands. The old people say there used to be a single Nosulyn Island, but it was eroded by spring flood waters one year and after that there were two islands. The island was once inhabited by a Zaporozhian Cossack named Nosulia, who gave his name to the island. Both islands have good stands of osier, prized for basket weaving.

   Yatsiv Island, once a fishing ground for the wintering Zaporozhian Cossack, Yatsko, stretches out below the Nosulyn Islands, hugging the left bank of the river. Russian researchers of the Dnipro, not knowing the local history or the Ukrainian language, deformed the name into Yartsiv.
 Yatsiv Island is sandy, with rocks. It once supported a large forest, but now contains only scrubby oaks and elms.

   Abreast with Yatsiv Island, only close to the right bank, lies Demeka Island, also deformed by various scholars into Domaysky, Dokhansky, Donsky. The name Demeka, Demsky comes from the Christian name Demian, Demko, Demeka. The Zaporozhian Kish knew this island well and here is how it was described on 6th December 1772: “Fedor Shapoval, resident of Stary Kodak, has brought to our (Kish’s) notice that below Stary Kodak on the Dnipro is an island named Demeka. The timber and fruit‑bearing trees contained thereupon are being felled for firewood, and it is being devastated so badly that unless it is protected, it may become totally denuded. And since he, Shapoval, lives opposite this island, it is convenient for him to guard the island, so that without his knowledge no one can go about destroying the various trees, both timber and fruit‑bearing. And thus the island is granted to Shapoval until our further appraisal, on the condition that he fell nothing on it himself nor allow anyone to clear it, in this way allowing it to revert to its original state for the general benefit.”

   Piskuvaty (Sandy) Island stretches along the Dnipro’s left bank below Demeka Island. Indicated in the “Atlas of the Dnipro” of 1786, it is 1750 feet (532 m) long, 350 feet (106 m) wide and is always inundated by spring waters.

   Opposite Piskuvaty Island, along the flat and long lowlands of the right bank, stretches the German colony of Yamburg. The colony of Yamburg was founded in 1793 by Germans who came from Yamburg, Petersburg Gubernia “in the number of 275 souls of both sexes.”
 Initially the settlers were settled in Stary Kodak, but then later moved to the present location.

   It is interesting that the Yamburg Germans are Catholics, rather than Lutherans, as is the usual case.

   Sursky Island, close to the right bank of the Dnipro, is 1.3 to 2.0 miles (2.13‑3.2 km) long and 1400 feet (426m) wide, named after the Sura River which falls into the Dnipro directly opposite the middle of the island.

   Opposite Sursky Island, near the Dnipro’s left bank, rises the small island of Muravny, shown on the 18th century “Atlas of the Dnipro” and “Plan of the Dnipro”. Here the Sursky Rapid begins.

III

   Sursky Rapid, unknown to Byzantine Emperor Constantine VII, lies 4.64 miles (7.5 km) below Kodak rapid; its length on the right side is 336 feet (102 m), on the left – 238 feet (72.5 m), the fall of the water is 1.7 feet (0.5 m); it falls in two cascades – Chavunna and Bondareva; on the right bank side it contains a canal of dumped rock 350 feet (106 m) long; the river channel above the rapid is 7 feet (2 m) deep, below the rapid – 8 feet (2.4 m).

   Immediately below Sursky Rapid lies the small islet of Putsivka, then come the rocks Hirnetsevi, Kolisnyky, the islets of Kulyky, followed by Lokhansky Rapid.

   Lokhansky Rapid was known to Constantine VII: “When the Rus’ pass over the first rapid,” he wrote, “they take the last people from the shore and sail down to the second rapid, which is called Ulvorsy in Rus’, and in Slavic – Ostrovuniprakh, which means ‘island‑rapid’. This rapid resembles the first one; for this reason the Rus’ again disembark the people and navigate the boats as before.”

   The pilots explain that the rapid takes its name from the fact that the water in it splashes about as if it was in an oval barrel (lokhanka). Lokhansky Rapid is one of the more frightening and destructive rapids. It lies 0.33 miles (0.53 km) below Sursky Rapid; its width is close to 420 feet (128 m), its length on the right side is 890 feet (270 m), on the left – 546 feet (166 m), the fall in water level is 5.4 feet (1.6 m); it falls in three cascades: Kulykivska, Plos’ka and Cherepashyna; it has a stone‑lined canal along the left bank which is 420 feet (128 m) wide; the channel depth above the rapid is 7 feet (2.13 m), below the falls – 8 feet (2.43 m).

   On the right, immediately after Lokhansky Rapid, lie Buzdyhaniv Rocks, and near the very shore of the Dnipro is the so‑called Strilcha Rock, named Lokhanska Strelytsia on the 1768 “Map of the Dnipro”. This small, but very high and craggy island is impressive with its unique beauty. Looking at it, even a dumb man will exclaim in rapture. The well‑known French engineer Beauplan wrote of it in the 17th century thus: “In all the distance from the first to the last Porouy, I observed but two islands that are not flooded: The first is athwart the fourth fall called Strelczi, which is all rock thirty foot high, all precipices quite round: It is about five hundred and eighty paces long, and seventy or eighty over: I know not whether there is any water in it, for no creature goes into it but the birds, yet all about it is covered with wild vines.”

   There have been rumours among the people for a long time that vast amounts of money have been buried on Strilchy Island by the Zaporozhian Cossacks. The Cossacks were supposed to have dug a deep hole, filled it with gold, silver and rifles, and covered it all with sand. Then they spread out some lad on that sand and began to flog him; they flogged and flogged him, and then asked him: ‘Do you know why we’re flogging you?’ ‘No, I don’t,’ the lad replied, in tears. They set about flogging him some more. After a while they stopped again and asked: ‘Well, do you know now?’ ‘Oh, dearest daddies, I don’t.’ And so they set about flogging him a third time. The lad shouted and shouted until he grew hoarse. ‘Enough,’ they said. And again asked: ‘Tell us, you sonofabitch, why are we flogging you?’ ‘So that I remember where you buried the treasure.’ ‘Well,’ they said, ‘at last you’ve understood. Take a good look around then and godspeed to you.’ The lad made off and ran far away from the island, then began asking the way to Ukraine. He asked and asked, and made it all the way back to his father’s home. They say this happened at the time that the Sich was destroyed. Several decades later some old fellow sailed a raft down the Dnipro from Kyiv Gubernia. He reached Voloska Sloboda and went to look for the treasure on Strilchy Island. However, the place was strewn with rocks, and although he searched a long time, he met with no success. And then the old man began telling everyone his story. It turned out that this fellow had been the very same boy who had been flogged by the Cossacks. The old man told them the features of the place where the treasure was buried: ‘On the far side opposite the island stood an oak with a thick branch which pointed toward the island, to the spot where the treasure lay. Some old people still remember that oak, but to tell you the truth, I can’t recall it. There’s a pear tree growing in its place now.’

   In 1888 a neolithic workshop was discovered here and Kateryna Melnyk‑Antonovych conducted digs atop Strilcha Rock; afterwards the site was worked several times by T.Romanchenko.

   “The workshop atop Strilcha Rock,” writes K.Melnyk‑Antonovych, “is one of the largest Stone Age workshops in Southern Russia; here were concentrated a range of chipped and polished stone implements, bone and clay articles. The products from this workshop are notable for their beauty and fine workmanship, large variety and ornamentation.”

   Before the embankment of Lokhansky Rapid, on the right, stand two small islets called Kulyky, Lokhansky and Skeliasty islands; these contain polishing depressions used by Stone‑Age man to fashion stone implements.

   Along the right bank of the Sura River all the way to Strilcha Rock stretches the village of Voloske in which former captive Walachian
 women live. They were taken captive by Zaporozhian Cossacks near Ochakiv during the Russo‑Turkish war: “The Walachians captured outside Ochakiv, within the borders of the Ottoman Empire, by a Zaporozhian party in the previous year of 1770, are settled in large numbers where the Sura River discharges into the Dnepr.”

   The Walachians arrived with their “spiritual father and leader” Isak Bits and initially “for their spiritual needs” belonged to the Stary Kodak parish, but then later in 1780 built their own wooden church and left the Stary Kodak parish.

   The southern part of Voloske finishes in a high stone wall. There are two tall hills here: one is called simply Skelia (Cliff), the other – Bychkova (Steer’s) Cliff. The streets and houses on the outskirts of the village lie between these two hills. In the foothills of Bychkova Cliff, on land previously owned by the peasant Yakiv Zaskoka, is the so‑called Zmiyeva (Dragon’s) Cave. The cave has a very narrow entrance and to enter it one first has to crawl 14 feet (4.3 m) on one’s belly over damp earth, stretching one’s arms out in front, and only after that is it possible to get up and move about on foot.
 The length of the cave is not certain: some say no more than 175 feet (53 m), while others claim that it drags on for more than a verst (0.66 mi., 1.06 km) and just where it ends no one knows. In one place in the cave there is such a deep hole, they say, that if you toss in a rock you cannot even hear it strike the bottom. Unfortunately all this cannot be verified, for when they were quarrying rock next to the cave a landslide blocked the entrance to it with boulders and earth.

   On the far side of this valley, on the so‑called Korshuniv Meadow, there are a few more caves in the steep cliff face. To some the entrance is similarly narrow, so that one cannot even gain entry, although one can see that further on the passage widens.
 In the yard of villager Borshch there is a cave 70 to 84 feet (21.3‑25.5 m) long.

   Below Strilcha Rock the Strilcha Zabora dazzles in the middle of the Dnipro’s stream and below this zabora stand two enormous boulders – the Bahatyri (Heroes): one sits in the water near the right bank of the Dnipro, while the other stands several dozen feet inland from the left bank.

   The river pilots tell the following legend about these Bahatyri:

   “Once upon a time in the distant past two heroes met here – one was Rus’, the other Turkish; the Turkish one stopped on the left bank of the Dnipro, the Rus’ – on the right bank. They came together and shouted at each other across the river. The first one said: ‘Leave this place to me; I’ll settle here with my people.’ And the second one said: ‘No, Let me have this place; I’ll populate this land and you can get the hell out of here.’ They argued and argued, and then the Rus’ hero said: ‘If that’s the way it is, then let’s test our strength: whoever beats the other gets to stay here.’ ‘All right,’ said the Turkish hero. So they went and each gouged boulders of the same weight from the cliffs and stood on the banks of the Dnipro – one on this side, the other on the far side, and then they began to throw these rocks. The Turkish hero was the first to pick up his rock and he tossed it from the left bank to the right bank, but it fell into the water with a mighty splash. Not only did it not sail across the Dnipro, it didn’t even reach the far shore. After this the Rus’ hero went and tossed his rock from the right bank to the left, and it not only sailed right over the river, it fell in the meadows well away from the river. ‘Well, if that’s the case,’ said the Turkish hero, then I’ll leave this land for you to settle.’ And the hero‑foreigner went away, while our hero settled his people here on both banks of the Dnipro. The boulder which fell on the left bank of the Dnipro even has the imprint of a hand left on it; exactly where the hero had held it, and one can still see the hand, the fingers and the palm on the front of the boulder. How many poods
 would that boulder weigh, which the Rus’ hero tossed across the Dnipro? Well, that can’t even be comprehended: millions, millions more, and more still. But, admitting the truth, some of the river pilots say: “The Rus’ hero of course had an advantage when he tossed that boulder across the Dnipro, because he was standing on the high right bank, while the Turkish hero stood on the low left bank and he had to throw uphill and so he lost.”

   Others speak differently about these Bahatyri. “Once long ago there lived two brothers and they became too crowded. And so they decided to toss boulders: the one who tossed his the furthest would remain, and the other would have to go. One of them threw his boulder and it fell close by, while the other threw his so hard that he even killed his brother. In grief he no longer wanted to remain living here and left for another place.”

   Between the Bahatyri two zabory project from the Dnipro – Bahatyrska and Strilcha; further down, on the right, the Dnipro receives Mayorova Ravine containing the small village of Mayorova. On the opposite bank of the Dnipro, across from Mayorova, lies the Dibrova settlement.

   Next comes Dzvonetsky Rapid. Constantine VII calls it …. in Rus’ and “Bell of the Rapid” in Slavonic. In “Ancient Russian Hydrography” it is referred to as Zvonets or Zvonetsky; Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu and Academic Lerberg place it at 3.3 miles (5.3 km) below Lokhansky Rapid, opposite Zvonetska Ravine on the right bank; on the right side it is 609 feet (185 m) long, on the left – 714 feet (217 m), the water falls 5 feet (1.53 m); it falls in four cascades – Plos’ka (Flat), Chorna (Black), Hlukha (Deaf) and Kobylyna (Mare’s); it has a stone‑lined canal 700 feet (213 m) long; the channel depth above the rapid is 9 feet (2.74 m), below the rapid – 10 feet (3 m).

   The Dzvonetske outcrop has attracted man since olden times. It was famous for its wealth of fish, birdlife, beavers, bees and fur animals. As early as 1530 the Kaniv townfolk argued with their town elder Peniok over this outcrop, for “he had taken for himself the rapid on the Dnepr named Zvonets, which customarily belonged to the townfolk, as well as taking for himself half the property of a deceased or captured Cossack”. After this grievance by the Kaniv townfolk the Kyiv governor Nemyrovych issued the following decree: “Elder Peniok has no claims on Zvonetsky Rapid whatsoever, and as for the property of a Cossack, if he has no wife or children and dies or is taken by the Tatars, one half is to be given for the commemoration of his soul to the person he himself has willed.”

   In their search for free land and safe dwellings, the Cossacks came across Dzvonetsky Rapid sometime in 1545 and settled there. In 1737 the chief of Sich churches, hieromonk Pavlo Markovych, erected a small chapel with a portable antimensium for the Zaporozhians who lived in the Dzvonetsky outcrop and began to conduct services there.

   After the abolition of the Zaporozhian Sich the Dzvonetsky area together with quite a large slice of surrounding lands was granted
 to Colonel Turchanyn. In 1781 the area was visited by the well‑known Russian traveller and academic Vasil Zuyev, who saw on the right bank of the Dnipro the mill of a Zaporozhian Cossack. “This Zaporozhian took in Zuyev, who had become lost in the steppe, helped him get warm, gave him firewood and fire.”

   From Colonel Turchanyn the region around Dzvonetsky Rapid passed into the hands of Katerynoslav governor I.Khorvat. “For extortion, the illegal enserfment of settlers and for his evil actions lieutenant‑general I.S.Khorvat was dismissed from his post, arrested, and all his property without exception was confiscated.”
 In 1798 a wooden church was built in the village of Dzvonetske, however no services were conducted in it for a long time. The present church, also wooden, was built in 1837.

   Below Dzvonetsky Rapid lies Tovchynska Zabora and below the zabora, the Vorona (Crow) River empties into the Dnipro from the left side. On the “Map of the Rapids Section of the Dnepr River 1917‑1923” the river is named “Voronya” for some reason. Neither in the old narratives, nor in oral tradition was the river ever called Voronya. In Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu, that is in the first Russian geography of the 16th‑17th centuries, it is called “Vorona‑voda” – a river of dark waters.
 Ukrainian vernacular contains the word povoronity, meaning “to turn black”.

   In 1687, on its way to Crimea, the Russian army led by Prince V.Golytsin crossed the Vorona River. The Russians were accompanied by Ukrainian Cossacks, who were headed at the time by hetman Ivan Samoilovych, together with Zaporozhian Cossacks and their leader Fylon Lykhopoy.

   In 1736, during Russia’s war with Crimea and Turkey, they built “a retrenchment with redoubts against the Russians”
 here.

   “The Russian army, led by Field Marshall Prince Minikh, continued to move along the Dnepr to Kamiany Zaton. Count Minikh maintained free relations with Ukraine in the following order: as soon as their army retreated a certain distance beyond the Russian front, he ordered that small earthen fortifications be built, in such a way that the distance to firewood and water was no more than one to two miles. In each of these fortifications they left behind an officer and ten to twelve foot soldiers or dragoons and some thirty Cossacks, while in the large ones there were 400 to 500 sappers and a similar number of Cossacks under the command of a staff officer. This scattered army had to accompany couriers and to keep itself supplied with hay; the fortifications were very useful to the supply corps following the army: here they were safe from enemy attack, and here they also camped for the night.”

   After the abolition of the Zaporozhian Sich a grant was made “for lease of 3,000 desiatynas (8,100 acres, 3,280 ha) of vacant and unsettled lands in the vicinity of Vorona River to second‑major Fedir Nakovalnyk”, starting at the mouth of the Vorona River to the right and on up the Dnipro to the ravine which comes down to Lokhansky Rapid, and left along this ravine into the steppe, “with his undertaking of settling the land with people brought from unprohibited areas who made a payment of five denegs
 per annum for each desiatyna.”
 Afterwards, when the grand‑daughter of second‑major Nakovalnyk married Lord A.Myklashevsky from Bilenke and he became the ruler of Vorone, the people began to call the village Matlashevo.

   To the east of the village, near the right bank of the Vorona River, lie the remains of earthen ramparts of a fortress, perhaps the same one built by the Russian Cossack army in 1736.

   Below the Vorona River in the middle of the Dnipro stretches Piskuvaty (Sandy) Island. It appears on the 18th century “Map…” and “Atlas of the Dnipro”; according to one set of measurements it is 0.1 miles (530 m) long and 0.085 miles (136 m) wide; and according to another – 1 mile (1.6 km) long and 0.33 miles (530 m) wide.

   Alongside Piskuvaty Island, only closer to the right bank, lies Shulayiv or Shuliakiv Island, below the mouth of the Vorona River and opposite Tiahynka Ravine, which is on the right side. It is 580 yards (530 m) long and 350 feet (106 m) wide, consisting of sand and stone, and has a total area of 13.5 acres (5.46 ha). It once bore a fine oak forest, but now contains only scrubby oaks; there are remains of a wall built of rough stone and clay. The Zaporozhian fisherman Shuliak once lived on this island.

   Opposite Shuliakiv Island, on the right bank of the Dnipro, stands the small settlement of Oleksiyivka, hemmed in on one side by the village of Dzvonetske and on the other by Mykolayivka. Just below Oleksiyivka, the Tiahynka Zabora rises from the waters. In “Ancient Russian Hydrography”, on the 18th century “Dnipro Atlas”, in Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu and in academic Lerberg’s Issleduvanniia it is called Tekhnynsky or Kniahynyn Rapid. The Tiahynka Zabora lies 3.3 miles (5.3 km) below Dzvonetsky Rapid; it begins on the right bank of the Dnipro and reaches the middle of its stream, being 700 feet (213 m) long.

   Next follow two large and beautiful islands – Kizlev and Tkachiv. Kizlev is close to 1.32 miles (2.1 km) long and 0.33 miles (0.53 km) wide; it contains stands of willow, black poplar and scrubby oak, although until recently large and luxuriant oaks grew there.

   Tkachiv Island consists of stone and sand; it is 0.53‑0.6 miles (0.85‑0.96 km) long and 0.13‑0.26 miles (0.2‑0.4 km) wide; it has only scrubby bushes after the forest on it was felled.

   Below Kizlev and Tkachiv islands come a group of small islands – Dmytrovi Islands, which number fifteen in all; it seems likely that within this name lie hidden individual islands with such names as Soloney, Rakovy, Bibliv, Kverko, Zhydivsky, Maistriv.

   They are all huddled together before Nenasytetsky Rapid; all are of sand and stone and covered in osier. Of these Zhydivsky takes its name from the Jews buried there, who perished while traversing Nenasytetsky Rapid. Maistriv Island takes its name from the craftsmen who once lived there, making fine fishing boats from rafts smashed on the rapid.

   People once found a treasure on Maistriv Island – several  hundred gold coins. Some of them were from the 7th century, minted by the Byzantine Emperor Heraclius, others were from the 11th century, minted by Emperor Constantine Luca. According to some accounts they were found in a large clay vessel with a sharp bottom
 and were taken away to St Petersburg. The well‑known Russian historian D.I.Ilovaisky
 said about the find: “Perhaps this island had some robbers’ den, in which they hid the booty seized from passing people or those who suffered accidents on the Dnipro. Or perhaps this was some temple wherein travellers placed their offerings to ensure a safe passage through the rapids.

   Beyond the aforementioned islands begins Nenasytetsky Rapid, which is completely covered in a watery froth.

IV

   Nenasytetsky Rapid or Nenasytets (Insatiable), Did‑Rapid (Old‑Man Rapid) or Revuchy (Roaring One),
 is the largest and most frightening of the Dnipro rapids. Constantine VII calls it Aifar in Rus’ and Neasyt in Slav, “because grandma‑birds nest in the cliffs here.” “At this rapid,” Constantine VII asserts, “the parties come to shore; selected people disembark and stand guard, very alert because of the Pechenegs. Others grab their belongings from the boats and lead the slaves in chains some 6,000 steps ahead, until they pass the rapid. Meanwhile, some drag the boats along, others carry them on their shoulders, until they pass the rapid. Once they pass it, they lower their boats into the river and load their cargo, sailing on their way.”

   The Nenasytets Rapid lies 4 miles (6.36 km) below Dzvonetsky Rapid. It stretches 1.52 miles (2.44 km) on the right and 0.66 miles (1.06 km) on the left, with a fall in the waterline of 19.5 feet (5.93 m); it falls in twelve steps: Rvana, Sluzhba, Hostrenka, Odyntsevska, Rohizhna, Buravlena, Bulharska, Bahatyrska, Dovhopola, Kazantsova, Mokri Kliadi and Rohata. It has one channel on the right bank 1400 feet (427 m) long and 105 feet (32 m) wide. On the left bank it is enclosed by a dyke and immediately beyond this channel lies the “old canal” – 1050 feet (320 m) long, with sluice gates passing through the hard granite of the rocky shore. In the middle of the stream it has a second canal, the “new one”, lined with rock, with smooth walls on either side, 4,900 feet (1490 m) long. The water below the rapid in the swirl known as Peklo (Hell) is 140 feet (42.6 m) deep. Peklo, located near the river’s right bank, below Manastyrko or Tsarytsyna Cliff, is the most fearsome spot in the Nenasytetsky Rapid and is much feared by the river pilots. They say: “Once you’re in the Peklo, you’ll be hot and cold at the same time.” Another bad place in the Nenasytetsky Rapid is the so‑called Stsykukha (Pisser) – this is a deep hole with a rock just before it, lying on the right immediately after the exit from the “new canal”. It always “pisses” on passing vessels: “No matter how much care you take, she’ll still piss on you.” 

Of all the nine rapids, only Nenasytetsky does not freeze over in winter because of the great volume of flowing water.

   The left bank of the Dnipro opposite Nenasytets is low, fairly flat and is quite unlike the right bank, which is high and craggy, revealing an unusual panorama. Manastyrko or Tsarytsyna Cliff juts into the rapid from the right bank. One can climb up onto the cliff and look out onto the rapid, which spreads out below.

   Manastyrko Cliff was known back in the 16th century. The Muscovite voivode Danilo Adashev came here in 1559. At the start of that year Ivan the Terrible sent Prince D.Vyshnevetsky
 and voivode Danilo Adashev
 to fight the Tatars in Crimea. Vyshnevetsky had 5,000 men, Adashev – 8,000. Vyshnevetsky massacred 250 Crimeans near the town of Azov, while Danilo Adashev sailed out into the mouth of the Dnipro and attacked Crimea from there. After routing Crimea and liberating a large number of Christian slaves, Adashev returned to the Dnipro and sailed upstream. The Crimean Khan Devlet‑Girey gave chase and caught up to Adashev “at Cape Manastyrko, opposite Nenasytetsky Rapid”, however he decided against engaging him in battle and turned back.

   On 6 May that same year King Sigismund II wrote to the councillors in Vilnius: “The great Muscovite prince wishes to build a fortress on Manastyryshcha outcrop, between our Cherkasy fortress and Khortytsia Island”.

   In 1561 Prince D.Vyshnevetsky wrote Polish King Sigismund II, that he had come “from Piatigorsk lands to the Dnipro and was now on Manastyrske Outcrop, thirty miles from Cherkasy, bowing before his King, ready to serve his innate master.”

   Without a doubt “Cape Manastyrko, Manastyryshcha Outcrop and Manastyrske near Khortytsia Island” all refer to the present Manastyrko Cliff opposite Nenasytets.

“How this horn received its name is unknown,” says well‑known Russian academic Vasil Zuyev. “The simple folk have many glorious tales to tell about it. Firstly I was assured that Saint Andrew stayed here a while on his journey to Kyiv. And to prove the sanctity of this spot the locals point to crosses of red slate, not a local stone, which are often found underwater in rock crevasses. People point to various small holes in the rock where the saint was supposed to have stepped, where he cooked his food and so on. Such slate crosses can indeed be found among the rocks. Apart from this, naturalists may be interested to learn that among the rocks one can also find pieces of fossilized pine; whether these are local specimens or were washed here by the current others can debate, however the latter seems more plausible, for no large quantities of fossilized wood have ever been found here. Although Zaporozhian historians assure us that in the past this territory was covered in forests.”
 

   According to folk narratives, empress Catherine the Great climbed Manastyrko Cliff in 1787, while on her way from Katerynoslav to Kherson. She was very impressed by the majestic scene which unfolded before her from Manastyrko Cliff as she looked upon the mighty and formidable rapid. Legend has it that a table, benches and plates were hewn from the rock for her pleasure. Where the empress stood, two small holes supposedly remain from her feet. In those days, the saying goes, emperors were tougher than rock, but now rocks have become tougher than emperors. In fact, Catherine never visited Manastyrko Cliff. The governor of Katerynoslav vicegerency, I.M.Sinelnikov, received his regal guest in a magnificent wooden palace which he built on the high open bank of the Dnipro directly opposite Nenasytetsky Rapid. When the river pilots began to take the eighty vessels of the tsarist flotilla through the rapid, the empress sat on a high balcony and watched “with baited breath” as one by one the vessels disappeared into the noisy, swirling waters of the rapid, then unexpectedly reappeared from its roaring abyss and were swept along like arrows into open water. All those small holes and depressions in the rock, which are associated with the name of the empress were all made for another purpose some time long removed from ours. It could be they were used by prehistoric man to polish his stone implements. Such grinding depressions have been found on other cliffs below Manastyrko.

   In 1737 on the right bank of the Dnipro, opposite Nenasytetsky Rapid, “a retrenchment with redoubts was built against the Russians, occupying 50 desiatynas (135 acres or 54.6 hectares).”

   In 1741 a settlement “of Little Russian Cossacks and peasants”
 sprang up near this Nenasytetsky retrenchment. In 1776, after the abolition of the Zaporozhian Sich, there were set aside “for supply‑master Sinelnikov on the Dnepr River, near the mouth of the Voronoi River down stream along its left side, 3,000 arable and 1700 untillable  land.”
 On this land Sinelnikov founded the village of Vasylivka, in honour of his elder son Vasyl. According to a survey of 1779 “Colonel Ivan Maksimovich Sinelnikov’s lands between the Dnipro River and Voronoi Creek totalled 6,442 desiatynas and 288 square sagenes of arable and non‑arable land, including forests, lakes, sand‑dunes, towpaths and roads;
 the village of Vasylivka contained 45 male and 25 female Little Russian subjects.”

   In 1780 I.Sinelnikov was granted new land on the right bank of the Dnipro, near the Nenasytetsky retrenchment – 9,548 acres (3,863 ha) in area, where he founded the new village of Mykolayivka in honour of his second son Mykola. The village had “20 male and 15 female Little Russian subjects”.

   At the same time Sinelnikov’s wife, Avdotia Vasylivna, nee Strakhova, was granted 8,606 acres (3,482 ha), where the village of Viyskova was established. Here the remnants of the Zaporozhian army were settled, which is how the village received its name. It was home to “19 male and 13 female Little Russian subjects”.

   In 1782 I.Sinelnikov received more land on the left bank of the Dnipro near Pletenytsky Estuary, between the Konka and Ushkalka rivers,
 altogether 45,412 acres (18,375 ha) of arable and non‑arable land, where Sinelnikov established the village of Ivanivka in his own honour. “In that village the major and cavalier Sinelnikov has a manor house, with no court staff assigned to it, 115 peasant households containing, upon inspection, 317 males and 282 females.”

   Over and above all this, I.Sinelnikov was granted the village of Medvedivka in Kostiantynohrad District, Poltava Guberniya to “rule over”.

   Having been the governor of the Katerynoslav vicegerency, I.Sinelnikov had obviously visited the rapids many a time and admired them. Of all the rapids, Nenasytetsky must have been his favourite, for he obtained large tracts of land alongside it, and founded several villages near it. Thus it was to this rapid that he invited his ‘regal guest’: he knew exactly where to take her and what to show her.

   Of all the rapids Nenasytetsky is definitely the most spectacular. Exuding a mighty, enormous, primordial force, it is at the same time wonderful, magical, enthralling and enticing. And no matter how civilized one may be, they cannot but help be enchanted by what they see, and cannot but stop and say: what is there in these parts that is better, why go elsewhere?

   There is little doubt that people lived beside Nenasytetsky Rapid during the Stone, Bronze and Iron Ages, as well as during historical times closer to our own.

   Nenasytetsky Rapid is best viewed from Manastyrko Cliff. From here one can see the majesty of this mighty river as it breaks through the granite rock hemming it in on both sides. In a single glance one takes in the full mass of the water, which is the result of almost the entire river catchment of the Dnipro, 220,000 square miles (570,000 sq km) in area. Some of the water reaches here from the Valdai Hills and from near Kursk, from the western regions – from Lithuania and Volyn. Hundreds of rivers and thousands of creeks have come together to give birth to a formidable force, which has overcome the parching sun, the burning sands, daunting and grand cliffs, to flow south to a wonderful sea, wide open spaces and total freedom.

   A demonstrative confirmation that people lived here in the distant past are the frequent finds near the Dnipro opposite Nenasytetsky Rapid and in the rapid itself of Stone‑Age implements: stone hammers, breakers, pestles, flint arrowheads and so on.

To polish or grind such implements people gouged out hollows in the rock, like those on Manastyrko Cliff, those so‑called “footprints of Empress Catherine”. People buried their dead here too, proof of which is the enormous barrow near the present church in the settlement of Mykolayivka, excavated in 1892.
 This is a megalithic relic of unusual rarity; in its centre twenty‑four large flat stones were placed upright in a circle, one beside the other, their height approaching that of a grown man and 112 feet (34 m) in circumference; a person was placed in the centre, but the skeleton is so decayed that it can neither be taken away nor measured, or else it will be reduced to “dust and ashes”; near the skeleton lie river oysters, also reduced to dust.

   Until recently there was a luxurious park on the high right bank of the Dnipro opposite Nenasytetsky Rapid and in the park was a tall old‑style palace with columns and an attic, wherein lived the landowner V.I.Malama, nee Sinelnikova, a distant relative of hetman Danylo Apostol. There were large numbers of antiques in that palace, among them two Cossack maces: one of solid ivory, the other of ebony inlaid with gold, both adorned with precious stones; there was also a red woollen Cossack mantle (zhupan) and two silk caftans with plant motifs and various designs; and finally a hetman’s saddle, encrusted with expensive glistening gemstones. There was no way in the world that this woman would agree to give up these treasures to scholarship and no one knows where they have disappeared now.

   On the right immediately below the main canal of Nenasytetsky Rapid lies the small low Holoday Island, flooded by spring waters and overgrown with dense osier. Immediately to the left of the rapid stands Bilayiv Island. There was once a river pilot named Biley, who smashed into this island and that was how it received its name. There are many polishing indentations for stone tools on the rocks of this island, just like the ones on Nenasytetsky Rapid.

   Below Mykolayivka, on the same right bank of the Dnipro, the village of Viyskove stretches along the lowlands. At the start of the village there are rocks and one of them has a polishing indentation for stone tools surviving from prehistoric times.

Opposite Viyskove, two settlements rise up on the high left bank – Maryivka and Oleksiyivka.

   Further down the Dnipro zaboras follow in quick succession – Bilayeva, Los’ka, Voronova, Bila, Tusyna and Kryva, with its associated Khaliavyny Rock.

   Piskuvaty (Sandy) Island begins at Kryva Zabora and is over half a mile (1.0 km) long. Among the locals this island is famous for the many-coloured pieces of amber still able to be found there.

   That amber could be found on the Dnipro was known in the past by Roman geographers and naturalists. Thus the well‑known naturalist Pliny the Younger in the first century AD in the 37th book of his Historiae Naturalis
 mentions information supplied by a Greek named Filimon about amber which was brought from Scythia and which was doubtlessly found on the Dnipro. Filimon says that this amber was mined in Scythia in two places: in one spot it is glistening and yellow, and called elektron; in the other, it is reddish and called subalternyk.
 

   People say that amber can be found everywhere on the left bank of the Dnipro, starting from Nenasytetsky down to Budylsky Rapid, but most of all on Holoday Island, on the two Bilayi Islands and on Piskuvaty Island. Occasionally pieces over ten pounds (4.5 kg) in weight can be found. If you happened to find a large piece you took it to the tavern and got two to three roubles for it; small pieces were burnt by the children and they smelt strongly of charcoal gas. The colour of the amber was yellow, bright yellow, dark red or clear, occasionally it contained a fossilized twig or an insect. One time the villagers brought the former owner of Mykolayivka, V.Sinelnikov, a piece of amber 8.7 inches (22 cm) long; Sinelnikov sent it to his relative, the Russian author G.Derzhavin. Having received such a present, Derzhavin informed Sinelnikov that from the amber he had made for himself a teacup and a saucer. Pieces of amber were also found way below the rapids, 8 to 16 km (5 to 10 mi.) below the town of Bereslav, sometimes in the Dnipro itself, sometimes on the sandy bars of a small winding creek which separates from the Dnipro and flows past the German colony of Schlagendorf. In 1841 one of the colonists found a reddish piece of amber weighing 2.3 ounces (60 gm). As the old residents of the colony have observed, amber is most commonly found after spring floods, which is why they think that it is washed there by the waters from elsewhere. One cannot but agree with this supposition, for the amber is not found every year and not during every season, but only after large floods which inundate all the surrounding high spots.

   Next comes Danyleyeva Zabora, which protrudes from the right bank; a river pilot named Danylo once rammed his raft into that zabora and so it became known as Danyleyeva. On the left bank of the Dnipro, immediately beyond Piskuvaty Island, protrudes Piskuvata Zabora. Opposite the end of Piskuvaty Island, Osokorivka Creek flows into the Dnipro with the settlement of Vremyivka nestled beside it.

   Below Piskuvaty Island stretches Dubovy (Oak) Island, also known as Dubiv or Dubovych; it is 4 km (2.6 mi.) long and 783 m (2570 ft) at its widest point. In the 18th century, after the abolition of the Sich, one half of this island belonged to the wife of I.M.Sinelnikov, A.V.Sinelnikova, the other half to Count P.O.Rumiantsev‑Zadunaisky
, from whom it later passed to Myloradovych.

   “At first Dubovy Island,” 88‑year‑old grandpa Lukian Sotchenko told me, “was Zaporozhian, but then later when Empress Catherine divided up the land, she gave one half to Sinelnikov and the other to Myloradovych. On Sinelnikov’s half there grew black poplar and weeds, because it is very sandy there; on Myloradovych’s half, on the Vovniha side of the island, there was an oak forest. The oaks here were so big that four men could barely embrace them. Wild goats multiplied here, while on the far side of the island, where the zaboras are, there were so many cormorants, that at times the whole Dnipro was black with them. But when they began to blast the rock in the forties, when they began to pound away on the rapids as if they were firing cannon, the birds all but disappeared... On Dubovy Island the Zaporozhians were crazy about bees, they grazed horses and lived without women. Their horses were like dragons and they kept driving them across the river and back so that they would swim well. At times the Zaporozhians would cross the entire Dnipro and all one could see would be the bobbing heads of Cossacks and horses. I still remember the Zaporozhian Cossack Stepan Lysyj; he was over one hundred years old and continually told stories about the Cossacks. On Dubovy Island and in the ravines lived Zaporozhian haidamak rebels; there were some thirty of them there. Dubovy Island was large: it covered some two hundred to three hundred desiatynas (540 to 810 acres or 220 to 330 hectares) of land and was as long as our settlement, over three versts (3km or 2 mi.) long. Now there is no forest on Myloradovych’s half: he sold the trees to the Jews for coal, while on the half owned by General Sinelnyk’s wife there are still a few black poplars left.

   “My father, Omelian Stepanovych Sych, told us many stories about this Dubovy Island. His father, that is my grandfather, Stepan Iovych Sych, was a serf of Lord Myloradovych and worked as a forester for him, while my father was his tanner. For this father was provided with helpers. All the ox hides from the estate were tanned on Dubovy Island. This is what father told me: they would pull the hides from the tubs of tanning solution, hang them onto sticks and carry them on their shoulders to the bank to wash in the water. They tanned the hides on the island because there was plenty of oak bark there. Grandpa’s house was on the highest point on the island, on the barrow. When the spring floodwaters began to rise and approach the barrow, grandpa would be continually measuring the water level to check if it was still rising. If it continued to rise he would place the whole family on a boat and transport them to the village of Svystunovo. In those days there was an enormous oak forest on the island; there were clearings as well, where people mowed hay and made ricks. In winter the estate moved the hay off the island to feed the cattle. When father was still little, he once strayed far from home into the forest and unexpectedly saw the following scene: something with horns was standing beside a hayrick and pulled at tufts of hay. It stood there quietly, and then suddenly jumped to one side and made off. He ran home to grandpa and began to tell him that he had seen a horned devil and that he had become very scared after seeing him. Grandpa heard him out, then smiled and said: “That was only a wild goat you saw.” In winter wolves occasionally showed on the island. At times when they began howling outside the house and grandpa was not at home, grandma would grab a scythe and begin clanging it near the window to frighten away the animals. In the shed grandpa had sheep and a cow as well. After serfdom was abolished, grandpa left Dubovy Island and settled in Bashmachka, however he died soon after, because he had lost his health at the tannery. My father lived to seventy‑two and died during the famine.”

   Many artifacts were found on Dubovy Island over the years: dishes and plates made of stone or shaped from earth or clay, two and three‑sided bronze arrowheads, Rus’ and foreign coins from ages past, old flint pistols, very short rounded sabres, spears and thick, dark‑green, very tough glass, which is to be found nowhere these days; there were also lots of human bones lying about. In the granite cliffs of the high right bank facing Dubovy Island there are four caves: the first Holubyna (Dove’s) Cave is almost 20 feet (6 m) above the Dnipro’s waterline, inside it is 14 feet (4.3 m) deep and seven feet (2.1 m) wide; the second and third Holubyna caves and the fourth Puhachova Cave are 28 inches (0.7 m) deep and 56 inches (1.4 m) wide. The latter’s name comes from the horn‑owl (puhach) which breeds inside it. They say that robbers once hid in these caves and robbed boats loaded with various goods which sailed down the Dnipro.

   On the Dnipro’s left bank, opposite Dubovy Island, lies the village of Svystunovo‑Petrovske.

   Prior to the abolition of the Sich and long afterwards wintering Cossacks lived here on the outskirts of the village, in the ravines and scrub, along the steppe rivers, breeding cattle, grazing horses, fishing, keeping bees and hunting. The people remember such Cossack names as Basarab, Brytyj, Vyzyr, Haiduk, Harkusha, Hladky, Hrechka, Huk, Dunayets, Diadko, Zaruba, Kruhly, Kuksa, Lysyj, Natrusa, Nudha, Orel, Sych, Sotchenko, Ternovsky, Kharkivets, Chepynoha and Chupryna.

   In 1779 the “active secret adviser, senator and holder of various orders, cavalier Petr Semenovich Svistun” was granted 13,984 hectares (34,560 acres) of land here. And so the village of Svystunovo‑Petrovske grew.

   The first settler in the village was the Zaporozhian Cossack Kuzma Basarab. He was a very rich wintering Cossack, lived in a log house on the channel flowing past Dubovy Island and employed poor Cossacks. Along the bank of the channel for about a kilometre to the mouth of the Osokorivka River stretched his dugouts and enclosures for horned cattle, horses and domestics. He lived here prior to the division of the Cossack free lands and afterwards as well. Only after he learned that the tsarist government’s inspection committee of 1782 had recorded him as a landowner’s peasant, did he sell off his cattle and escape to the Kuban region; other Cossacks followed suit, some to the Kuban, others across the Danube.

   Cossack Sotchenko settled here after Basarab. The owner of the land, P.Svystunov, who was the Kursk governor at the time, sent various settlers to his “grant”, allowing them to take as much land as they wished and did not press them into serfdom too strenuously. Various vagrant workers and escapees came here.

   For instance in Lytovske settlement, Okhtyrka District the serfs lived pretty badly. Then a serf named Danyley tramped off to Petrovka. Hearing of this, countless of his family friends made off from Lytovske. This happened on the eve of Righteous??/pravedna/ prava  Wednesday. The landowner decided to take a walk through his settlement. He noticed that it seemed a little quiet in the street. He looked into one house – it was empty, into a second – empty too, and the third was empty, and everywhere he looked the houses were deserted; only the “saints”, that is the icons, had remained. Thus almost the entire settlement had migrated to Petrovske.

   Old man Onysko Harkusha had this to say about the region of Svystunovo‑Petrovske: “On the left bank of the Dnipro, where Svystunovo stands, there are two small towns: they were Turkish bryls, that is fortified towns shaped like a horse’s hoof. The Turkish army was stationed there at one time, when the land had belonged to the Mussulmans. There in the small bryl they buried their sabres and rifles – three rocks mark the spot. After defeating the Turks and preparing to march on Poland, the Zaporozhian Cossacks buried their money, sabres and rifles...” That’s what Grandpa Harkusha had said. So the people went and searched for the stuff. Well they found two sabres, but the rifles and money must still be somewhere there.

   Until recently the Turkish fortifications were still visible, but now they have become covered with sand. “In 1858 they found a coat of mail and a sabre there, and after that I myself found a cannonball in the sand. Even now (in 1872) the shepherds often find lots of copper arrowheads there.

   In the 1830s on the bank of the Dnipro near Svystunovo‑Petrovske and Khaliavyna Rock on Kryva Zabora, they accidentally found a human skeleton with a golden helmet on its head, which was witnessed by one of the river pilots who recounted this to river pilot Yakiv Sokhach.

   Opposite Svystunovo‑Petrovske in 1903 some local fishermen happened to find a small tulip‑shaped bell in the Dnipro from the medieval period; unfortunately it was recast into a modern shape and hung in the village belltower. The first church in Svystunovo‑Petrovske was built in 1803, the second in 1895.

   Skubova Zabora, the rocks Chortiv Diadko (Devil’s Uncle) and Korostiy, Korostiova Zabora, the zaboras Dubova, Svyniacha, Kriachyna, Valka Didenkova are all located on the left side of the Dnipro, where the rebel haidamak leader Didenko once lived with his guards.
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� S.I.Myshetskii, Istoriia o kozakakh zaporozhskikh (Odessa, 1852), p. 61; D.I. Evarnitskii, Ocherki po istorii zaporozhskikh kozakov i Novorossiiskogo kraia (St. Petersburg, 1889), p. 13.


� D.I.Evarnitskii, Ocherki po istorii zaporozhskikh kozakov i Novorossiiskogo kraia (St. Petersburg, 1889), p. 12; Zapiski Odesskogo obshchetva istorii i drevnostei (Odessa, 1868), vol. 7, p. 174, footnote 31; Polnoe sobranie Zakonov, vol. XI, No. 8813, p. 943.


� Ekaterinoslavskii Iubileinyi Listok (Ekaterinoslav, 1887), p. 32.


� Later the Tavria gubernia, Melitopol district.


� D.I. Evarnitskii, Ocherki po istorii zaporozhskikh kozakov i novorossiiskogo kraia (St. Petersburg, 1889), pp. 11�15.


� Tafiliev, Vestnik i biblioteka samoobrazovaniia (1903), vol. 8.


� The dig was conducted by D.I. Yavornytsky.


� Historiae Naturalis (Paris, 1829), vol. 37,  31, p. 213.


� Zapiski Odesskogo obshchestva istorii i drevnostei (Odessa, 1844), vol. 1, p. 625.


� Sbornik statei Ekaterinoslavskogo nauchnogo obshchestva (Ekaterinoslav, 1905), pp. 50�51.


� Yakiv Omelianovych Sych, 1927.


� Sbornik statei Ekaterinoslavskogo nauchnogo obshchestva (Ekaterinoslav, 1905), pp. 52�55.


� Grandpa Trokhym Kovbasa, 98 years old, Fedorivka�Yazykova, Katerynoslav district.


� Grandpa Fedir Mykhailovych Knyryk, 62 years old, from Fedorivka�Yazykova in Adres�kalendar’ g. Aleksandrovska (1908), pp. 83�84.


� A.S.Afanasiev�Chuzhbinskii, Poezdka v Iuzhnuiu Rossiiu (St. Petersburg, 1863), vol. 1, p. 112.


� Sbornik statei Ekaterinoslavskogo nauchnogo obshchetva (Ekaterinoslav, 1905), p. 56; Spravochnaia kniga Ekaterinoslavskoi eparkhii (Ekaterinoslav, 1914), p. 36.





�   The Ancient Greek historian Herodotus, dubbed the “Father of History” was born in Halicarnassus (Asia Minor) between 490 and 480 BC, and died between 430 and 424 BC.


�  Pavel Shafarik (1795�1861) – Czech and Slovak philologist, poet, archeologist, ethnographer and historian. Active in the Czecho�Slovak rebirth.


�  Constantine VII Porphyrogenitus was Byzantine emperor from 913, hailing from the Macedonian dynasty.


�  Kniga bol’shomu chertezhu (Book of Large Plans) contained textual accounts of old maps of the Russian state. Assembled by the Rank Office in 1627 as an explanation of the “Old Maps”, which contained maps of Russia from the late 16th cent. and the Bol’shogo chertezha polia – maps of the southern Russian empire in 1627 (these have not survived). They contained maps of Left�Bank, Slobodian and Right�Bank Ukraine, as well as the Crimean Khanate.


�  One verst equals 0.663 miles or 1.067 kilometres.


�  Erich Lassota (circa 1550�1616) Austrian diplomat, author of interesting notes about the Zaporozhian Sich in the late 16th cent. He visited the Zaporozhia in 1594 on a commission from Rudolf II in an attempt to persuade the Cossacks to take part in a war against the Turks.


�  The well�known researcher of Zaporozhian history V.O. Holobutsky also maintains that there were twelve rapids. See: V.A. Golobutskii, Zaporozhskoe kazachestvo (Kiev, 1957), p. 53.


�  Guillame Le Vasseur de Beauplan (circa 1600�1673) French military engineer who served the Polish government between 1630�1648, overseeing the construction of fortifications in the south of Ukraine.


�  Meanings not clear (transl.). Pomadan is possibly Pomoideae Focke. The katelery may be Katelleria.


�  Unclear, possibly the plant Flus pansonis.


�  P.I.Kalnyshevsky (Kalnysh) (circa 1690�1803) was destined to become the last leader (otaman) of the Zaporozhian Sich. He came from a Ukrainian noble family from Lubny regiment and belonged to the most wealthy circle of Cossack elders.


�  A palanka was an administrative�territorial unit in the Cossack state.


�  M.S.Hrushevsky (1866�1934). At the time of publication of The Dnipro Rapids in 1928 he was already elected an academic to the Ukrainian SSR Academy of Sciences (from 1924) and was head of  the Ukrainian history section of the Academy’s history department.


�  One desiatyna equals 2.70 acres or 1.09 hectares.


�  A Cossack commander�in�chief.


�  The information about V.B.Sheremetiev is not altogether correct. From 1658 he was already the voivode of Kyiv. In 1660, after the defeat of the Russian army near Chudniv, he was taken captive by the Polish army, whose commanders later handed Sheremetiev over to the Crimean khan. He was released only in 1681 after the Russian government paid a ransom.


�  In May 1687 the 100,000 strong Russian army and a detachment of 50,000 Ukrainian Cossacks led by V.V.Golitsyn marched from Ukraine into Crimea. However, because the Tatars set fire to the steppe along their path and thus deprived their horses of feed, the army was forced to turn back in June.


�  O.I.Rigelman (1720�1789) – Russian historian, military engineer, topographer, major�general. In 1741�1743, in connection with the demarcation of borders between Russia and Turkey, he worked in the Zaporozhian Sich. Participated in the Russo�Turkish wars 1735�1739 and 1768�1774, built fortifications in Southern Ukraine. Author of a mainly compilative work Letopisnoe povestvovanie o Maloi Rossii i ee narode i kozakakh voobshche... (1847). Important therein are the documentary materials and the author’s own observations about the lifestyle of the Zaporozhian Cossacks.


�  Refers to the Russian army’s Prut campaign in Moldavia in 1711 during the Russo�Turkish war of 1710�1713.


�  The Chortomlyk or Bazavluk Sich was located on an island of the same name from the end of the 16th to the start of the 18th century. This was near the present site of Kapulivka village in Nikopol District, Dnipropetrovsk Province. In May 1709 the tsarist army destroyed it, after which the Cossacks tried to establish a fort (sich) on the Kamianka River, but were forced to retreat into the dominion of the Crimean Khanate, where, with the khan’s permission, they built their Oleshkiv Sich in 1711 in the lower reaches of the Dnipro.


�  This fortress on Kinburn Spit remained in operation until 1857. The area is now in Mykolayiv Province.


�  S.I.Myshetsky (exact d.o.b. and death not known) – in 1736�1740 he served in the Russian army, whose detachments were stationed in Ukraine. Here he became acquainted with the history and customs of the Zaporozhian Cossacks.


�      Free lands which were settled by people, much like the squatters in Australia.


�  A winter settlement (zymivnyk) was a farmstead or small settlement where Cossacks lived when there were no military campaigns (usually in winter). The practice was common among the Zaporozhian, Black Sea and Don Cossacks.


�  According to other literature, there was already a garrison of Zaporozhian Cossacks stationed here in the mid 17th century, together with river pilots who guided vessels through the rapids.


�  In 1770 Nogai Tatars wandering about near the Buh River became Russian subjects and in the autumn settled on the Azov Sea coast.


�  Kherson was founded in 1778 as a city with a fortress and a shipbuilding wharf for the creation of the Black Sea fleet.


�  Arman Emmanuele du Plessey Richelieu (1766�1822). French and Russian statesman, duke. Taking fright at the bourgeois revolution in France, he emigrated to Russia in 1789 and served in the army. From 1803 appointed city commander of Odessa, at the same time performed the duties of governor�general of the Novorossiysk Region in 1805�1814. Entrusted by the Russian government to oversee settlement and construction in Southern Ukraine.


�   Published in English as ... . Republished in the USA in ..?


�  Reference to the hetman of the unregistered Zaporozhian Cossacks, I.M.Sulyma (d.o.b. unknown � d. 1635). Returning with a detachment of rebel Cossacks after a marine expedition near Azov, he attacked the Kodak fortress in August 1635, destroyed it and routed the garrison of German mercenaries stationed there.


�  The Polish government rebuilt the Kodak fortress in 1639 and increased its garrison to 600 men.


�   Acording to more accurate information, B.Khmelnytsky arrived at the Zaporozhian Sich in December 1647, accompanied by a small garrison of Cossacks. Only in January 1648 did the rebellion under his leadership explode, becoming the start of the Ukrainian people’s war of liberation from Polish oppression (1648�1654).


�   Denezhka – a half-copeck coin.


� The Walachians were a people from the Middle Ages from the Danube princedoms and Transylvania, who in the second half of the 19th century formed into the Rumanian and Moldavian nations.


�  One pood equals 16.4 kg or 36 lbs.


�  Property was granted to individuals by the government for services rendered to the state, usually in addition to the conferring of a title or rank.


�  Equals two and a half copecks.


�  The scholar’s initials are given incorrectly in the original text as “I.L.”. Dimitri Ivanovich Ilovaisky (1832�1920) was a Russian historian, author of such monographs as Istoriia Riazanskogo kniazhestva (1858), Grodnenskii seim 1793 g. (1870), Razyskaniia o nachale Rusi (1876).


�  D.I. Vyshnevetsky (d.o.b. unknown � d. 1563) Ukrainian magnate and prince. In the 1550s was an elder in Cherkasy and Kaniv in the Polish state. Joined the service of Russian Tsar Ivan IV in 1558. In 1561 returned to Cherkasy in Ukraine.


�  D.F.Adashev (d.o.b. unknown � d. circa 1562�1563) Russian military leader, a senior boyar (okolnichy) from 1559. He was the first military voivode of soldiers sent to Crimea (February � September 1559).


�  Equal to 17,394 acres or 7,038 hectares.


�   In actual fact Pliny the Younger lived circa 61�114 AD. He is the author of works on the economics, political history and cultural life of the Roman Empire in the 1st and 2nd century AD. He was the nephew of Pliny the Elder (circa 23�79 AD), who in fact wrote the fundamental works on natural studies and Roman history in the middle of the 1st century AD, in particular the 37-volume Natural History.


�   P.O.Rumiantsev�Zadunaisky (1725�1796) – Russian general and field�marshal, from 1764 was president of the Little Russian Collegium, governor�general of Little Russia.





